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B-1 history long lived

Public Notice
The United States Air Force has issued a Finding of No Significant Impact based upon a

Programmatic Environmental Assessment concerning Wing Infrastructure Development Outlook
projects at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas. The WINDO Program is a planning effort to provide a
framework for programming, design, construction, and effective resource management for infra-
structure needs at Dyess Air Force Base.

Dyess Air Force Base plans to initiate this action 16 days from the date of this publication of the
Finding of No Significant Impact. No copies of the PEA will be available by mail. However, copies
of the PEA may be obtained by contacting Gary Burling, 710 Third Street, Dyess Air Force Base,
Texas, 79607. His phone number is (325) 696-5619. The comment period for this PEA is 16 days
from the date of this publication. Please provide written comments to Gary Burling at the address
shown above.

By 2nd Lt. Elizabeth Campanile
Dyess Public Affairs

(Editor’s Note: This is the second
article in a four-part series high-
lighting the 20th anniversary of the
B-1 at Dyess. This week’s article
focuses on the historical background
of the B-1. Look for next week’s arti-
cle, which focuses on the technologi-
cal aspects of the B-1.)

Since it first made Dyess its
home and training hub, the B-1 has
had a well established history in
West Texas, but the bomber’s histo-
ry actually began many years ago.

The B-1 “Lancer” had to over-
come several obstacles before
becoming operational and making
its official debut.

A glance back at an Abilene
Reporter-News article 20 years ago
reveals that the day the B-1 arrived
finally ended “Abilene’s nine-year
process of winning the right to be
the home and training center for
America’s most sophisticated mili-
tary aircraft.”

“Dyess knew that they were
going to be the first home of the B-1
a few years out, before the first one
even got there, but the people of
Abilene worked very hard to get it
here,” said Robert Butler, Jr., Dyess
B-1 site manager.

The Lancer’s history began in the
1960s when the need for a long-
range conventional multi-role
bomber arose to replace the B-52
Stratofortress in its Cold War role
in order to deliver nuclear weapons
and penetrate the Soviet defense.

The vision of the new bomber
was revolutionary in every aspect,
to include its design, its mission
and the weapons it would carry,
said George Jackson, 28th Bomb
Squadron civilian B-1 instructor
pilot.

“This airplane was going to be
the first high and low altitude
bomber that we had ever designed.
It was also going to be the first
high-speed, low-speed, high and low
altitude-capable bomber as well as
multi-purpose from the stand point
of conventional and strategic
weapons delivery,” Jackson said.

Numerous studies conducted by
the Department of Defense and the
Air Force established that the new

bomber design should make it able
to fly at low altitudes and at high
speeds. The studies also determined
the new bomber would have a
“swing-wing” design, which would
make it capable to fly at a wide
range of altitudes and airspeeds, “a
capability other bombers had not
been able to do,” Jackson said.

The Bone would also have
stealth capabilities that, combined
with a relatively small radar cross-
section, would make the bomber’s
detection very difficult. Its design
would aid in its initial, nuclear-
focused mission to penetrate enemy
defenses and attack targets using
new-generation standoff weapons.

But the bomber program had a
lot of “back and forths” during its
development, Butler said. Shortly
after the initial development con-
tract was awarded and progress
began with the testing of the first
bomber prototype, the B-1A in 1974,
the program was terminated for a
variety of reasons including the
growing costs of the program.

However, program developers
were “still flight testing (the B-1)
and working the bugs out because
the feeling was that we would even-
tually have to buy it even though
the president cancelled it,” Butler
said. “And then (President Ronald)
Reagan came, and one of the first
things he did was regenerate the
bomber program.”

“From then on, it was like a
speeding train,” Butler added.

It was in 1981 when President
Reagan reinstated the B-1 bomber
program and designated it to pro-
duce the B-1B prototype. Despite
the initial delay of being cancelled,
the program began rolling again –
first with the announcement that
the Air Force would gain 100 B-1Bs
and a contract, which was awarded
to Rockwell International, to devel-
op the bombers in 1982.

The switch from the B-1A design
to the B-1B design, in addition to
the nuclear deterrent role, included
a limited conventional weapon
capability. Other main design dif-
ferences of the B-1B from the B-1A
involved its speed, which changed
from Mach 2.2 in the B-1A to Mach
1.25 in the B-1B as well as its max-
imum gross take-off weight, which

increased from about 400 thousand
pounds to 477 thousand pounds.

“The ‘B’ model was a little cheap-
er,” Butler said. However, the B-1
would lose a bit of the “low-level,
high-speed punch” that the original
B-1A had.

Nonetheless, the B-1B bomber
demonstrated the capabilities no
other military aircraft possessed at
the time. Following its first flight in
October 1984, Lt. Gen. James Light,
Jr., 15th Air Force commander who
later spoke at the arrival ceremony
of the B-1B to Dyess, fittingly
asserted that those capabilities
would “remain an effective weapon
system well into the twenty-first
century.”

Then, still in October, the first B-
1 bomber was delivered to the Air
Force at Edwards Air Force Base,
Calif., where it was flight tested, as
well as locations including Carswell
Air Force Base, Texas, and
Rockwell’s facility in Palmdale,
Calif.

The big day for Dyess and
Abilene came in June 29, 1985.
Dyess Airmen and Abilene citizens
celebrated the bomber’s 1:55 p.m.-
arrival over Abilene with an air-
show that corralled over 45,000 peo-
ple to the Dyess flightline.

But Dyess and Abilene’s celebra-
tion of their long-awaited success
didn’t end there.

Abilene celebrated with a big
barbecue – aside from the airshow –
and with bumper stickers that pro-
claimed in big red and blue letters,
“Smile Partner, You’re in B-1
Country,” which can still be sighted
on vehicle windows and bumpers
around town.

“It was the big event. It even hit
the national news,” Butler said.

The B-1 made its home at sever-
al other bases since including
Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D.;
McConnell Air Force Base, Kan.;
Robins Air Force Base, Ga.; and
Mountain Home Air Force Base,
Idaho.

More recently in 2001, the
Air Force retired 33 B-1s and
removed bombers from Mountain
Home, Robins and McConnell Air
Force bases, leaving the Lancer only
at Dyess and Ellsworth Air Force
Bases.

“KEEP IT STRAIGHT”

Daron Norwood, a successful country/pop singer during
the mid 1990s and motivational speaker, will visit Dyess
Monday to perform and speak to to the troops. He will
meet with the senior staff and give two free concerts from
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the base
theater. The concerts are open to all military, retirees, fam-
ily members and Dyess civilian personnel. His presenta-
tion “Keep It Straight” includes comedy and imperson-
ations of country and R & B legends such as Johnny Cash,
Willie Nelson and Ray Charles. Norwood has been
described as a very personable and caring individual who
wishes to make a difference in today’s society by helping
others decide how to make healthy life choices on sub-
stance abuse concerns. Born and raised in Texas, Norwood
began singing at a very early age. He then left Texas and
moved to Nashville to pursue his dream of music. He tells
of his success and difficulties throughout his life journey.
Daron has performed for over 475,000 students in Texas,
Georgia and Florida. He has also performed at numerous
bases, to include, Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio,
Langley Air Force Base, Va., Cannon Air Force Base, N.M.,
Offutt Air Force Base, Neb., and Shaw Air Force Base, S.C.
All Airmen are encouraged to attend this fun and exciting
event with thier commander’s approval.

For additional information, please contact Theodis
Talbert, Drug Demand Reduction Program Manager, at
696-1751 or 518-7962.

2005 Dyess airshow kicks off June 25
By Airman 1st Class James Kang
Dyess Public Affairs

Dyess will open its gate for the 2005 Big Country
Appreciation Day airshow June 25 at 8 a.m.

The premiere act feature this year will be the Tora!
Tora! Tora!, one of this year’s premiere aerial demon-
stration teams.

“I had heard about Tora! Tora! Tora! performance
before, and I’m really excited to go see them for the
first time,” said Airman Adam Kostowicz, 7th
Operations Support Squadron.

“Tora! Tora! Tora!” is the Commemorative Air Force’s
recreation of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor that
signaled the beginning of America’s involvement in
World War II. Designed as a living history lesson,

“Tora! Tora! Tora!” is intended as a memorial to all the
soldiers on both sides who gave their lives for their
countries.

This year’s airshow will highlight more than 20 dif-
ferent types of combat and combat support aircraft,
both on- and off-the-ground.

Dyess visitors will get an up-close look at many stat-
ic aircraft, including a variety of fighter, bomber and
cargo aircraft such as the AT-6, C-130, C-47 and the F-
15. Also making an appearance to the show will be the
T-28 Trojan Flyers and the “Flash-Fire” jet truck.
Airshow visitors will be able to see a security forces
working dogs demonstration, military heritage display
and the U.S. Air Force Academy jump team as well as a
P-4 Heritage Flight with an F-16.

Dyess visitors will have the opportunity to experi-

ence many vintage and modern aircraft such as the B-
25, B-52, F-18, B-1 and F-16.

In addition to the Tora! Tora! Tora!, the highly
maneuverable F-16 will be making another appearance
at this years’ air show.

The Viper East F-16 Demonstration Team, one of six
fighter demonstration teams sponsored by Air Combat
Command, will perform at the show. The Viper East F-
16 Demonstration Team is assigned to the 20th Fighter
Wing at Shaw Air Force Base, S.C.

“I look forward to seeing all the air demonstrations
that will be at the airshow,” said Christopher Collins,
317th Maintenance Squadron. “I think it will be a good
time for everyone to enjoy some good food and relax.”

For more information, people can visit the airshow
website at www.dyessairshow.com.
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The Dyess Theater is locat-
ed next to the main
exchange. Patrons must have
a valid identification card
and may sponsor guests.

Admission for adults is $3,
children 6-12 years old are
$1.50 and children ages 6 and
younger are admitted free.
Admission for G-rated
movies is $1.50 for children

between the ages 2-12.
For more information, call

696-4320.

Friday and Saturday

at 7 p.m. 
The Interpreter — Nicole

Kidman, Sean Penn — An
African-born United Nations
interpreter overhears a plan to
assassinate an African head of
state. In order to stop the plot,
she must convince a Secret
Service agent that she is telling
the truth.

PG-13 (violence, some sexual
content and brief strong lan-
guage)

Sunday at 2 p.m.
The Hitchhiker's Guide to

the Galaxy — Mos Def, Sam
Rockwell — Earth is about to be
demolished to make way for a
hyperspace bypass. For Arthur
Dent, his only chance for sur-
vival is to hitch a ride on a pass-
ing spacecraft. Arthur learns
that a towel is the most useful
thing in the universe, finds the
meaning of life, and discovers
that everything he needs to
know can be found in one book:
The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy.

PG (thematic elements, action
and mild language)

Catholic worship schedule:
Saturday: Reconciliation — 4:15 p.m.

Mass — 5 p.m.
Sunday: Mass — 9 a.m.

Sunday school — 11 a.m. at Dyess Elementary
Tuesday — Friday: Mass — 11:30 a.m.

Protestant worship schedule:
Sunday: Sunday school — 9:15 a.m. at Dyess Elementary 

Traditional worship service — 11 a.m.
Gospel service — 12:30 p.m.

A nursery and children’s church are available at all services.
For information on Jewish services, call Capt. Matt Paskin at 370-1052.
For more information about other services, call the chapel at 696-4224.

DESC tourney
The Dyess Enlisted Spouses’ Club is

holding a base bowling tournament from
noon to 4 p.m today at Dyess Lanes.

For more information, call Sarah Ross at
370-7339.

Power outage at Longhorn
The Longhorn Dining facility will be

closed due to a power outage Wednesday
from 12:30 p.m to 8 p.m.

The lunch meal Wednesday will be
served from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

The dinner meal Wednesday, a Texas-
style barbecue, will be served outside in the
west end parking lot.

In the case of rain, lunch will be served
during its normal times in the dining facil-
ity and dinner will be served inside also.

For more information, call Tech. Sgt.
Manzel McGhee at 696-2421.

Juneteenth celebration
The Dyess Black Heritage Committee is

hosting the 2005 Juneteenth Festival from
1 to 6 p.m. June 18 at the base picnic
grounds behind the 7th Medical Group.

The free event will feature music, danc-
ing, poetry, African-American history and
an air castle and balloon animals for chil-
dren.

The Dyess Chapel will holds its normal
Sunday Gospel service from 11 am. to 12:30
p.m prior to the event.

Free barbecued chicken, hot dogs and
hamburgers will be available while they
last.

Volunteers are still needed to help with
the event.

For more information about Dyess’
Juneteenth Festival, call Senior Master
Sgt. Robert Scarlett at 696-4780.

Change of command
A change of command ceremony for the

7th Medical Support Squadron will be held
at 2 p.m. Thursday at the Heritage Club.

Change of command
A change of command ceremony for the

7th Maintenance Operations Squadron will
be held at 9 a.m. June 17 at the 7th
Equipment Maintenance Squadron trailer
maintenance hangar.

Change of command
A change of command ceremony for the

77th Weapons Squadron will be held at 10
a.m. June 22.

Change of command
A change of command ceremony for the

436th Training Squadron will be held at 11
a.m. June 30 at the Heritage Club.

Lt. Col. Gordon Greaney will assume
command of the 436th TS from Lt. Col.
Steven Hiss.

Retraining opportunities
Dyess Airmen have the opportunity to

cross-train into a new career field.
First-term Airmen, who are four year

enlistees, are eligible to retrain with 35 to
43 months in service. First-term Airmen,
who are six year enlistees, are eligible to
retrain with 59 to 67 months in service.

Both first-term and career Airmen can
access retraining information on the Air
Force Personnel Web site at www.afpc.ran-
dolph.af.mil. More information about cross-
training opportunities is also available at
www.af.mil.

Building manager
Building manager training will be held

in the base theater Wednesday from 8:30 to
10:30 a.m.

Training is open to all active duty mili-
tary, DoD civilians and contractor employ-
ees performing building manager duties.
This training session fills the requirements
for both initial and annual refresher train-
ing.

For more information, call 7th Civil
Engineer Squadron customer service at
696-4154.

Graduation ceremony
Dyess and Base Training and

Education Services Flight’s annual gradu-
ation ceremony for the school year 2004 –
2005 will be held at The Heritage Club
June 15 at 2:30 p.m.

This ceremony is held to recognize the
academic achievements of Dyess college
students. Graduates from the following
schools will be recognized: The
Community College of the Air Force, Cisco
Junior College, Texas State Technical
College, Abilene Christian University,
McMurry University, University of
Southern Illinois at Carbondale and
Excelsior College.

For more information, contact Mr.
William Phillips at 696-5545.

Estate notice
Anyone with claims for or against the

estate of Airman 1st Class Jake Lawson
should call 1st Lt. Bryan Wong at
696-8591.

New Tye gate hours
The Tye Gate is now open from 5:30

a.m. to 5:30 p.m. every Monday through
Friday.

In response to customer feedback, the
gate hours were changed by the 7th
Security Forces Squadron to better meet
the needs of Dyess’ Airmen.

Mission and limited contractor open-
ings for the Tye Gate must be coordinated
with 7th Security Forces Squadron police
services at 696-2720. For Saturday and
Sunday openings, call 696-5537.

Cookbook fundraiser
The Dyess Enlisted Spouses Club is

compiling their annual cookbook to sell as
a fundraiser. Any enlisted spouse or
retiree may contribute. Only original
recipes will be accepted. A total of 350
recipes are needed by Tuesday to complete
the book. Each person may enter up to 20
recipes. A person may receive a discounted
book for 10 recipes submitted.

Recipes can be submitted to
www.typensave.com. Next to contributor,
include your squadron affiliation. Group
log-in is DESC2005 and the password is
ab483.

For more information or to submit

recipes, call Judie Bradley at 677-1967 or
email at tandjjk04@yahoo.com or call
Dana Rose at 518-4547 or email at
theroses2000@clearwire.net.

Thrift shop 
The Thrift Shop is open to all base mem-

bers and their families.
June store hours are from 9 a.m. to 2

p.m. Tuesdays and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
the first Saturday of each month.

Consignments are accepted on open days
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Thrift Shop is located at 382 4th
Avenue.

For more information, call 696-8203.

June specials at Auto Skills
• A 27-point inspection, tire rotation

and oil change for $59.95.
• A quick lube service is offered

that includes oil change with filter,
all lubrication points greased and
fluid levels changed for $22.95.

• State inspections are available for all
vehicles.

• Loyalty cards are available for vehi-
cles and allow customers to get one oil
change for free after purchasing four.

For more information, call the Auto
Hobby Shop at 696-4179.

Embry-Riddle
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

is hosting its annual graduation at 6 p.m.
today at The Heritage Club.

A total of 32 graduates will march in
the ceremony. Graduates will receive the
Bachelor of Science in Professional
Aeronautics, Bachelor of Science in
Management of Technical Operations,
Master of Aeronautical Science and
Master of Business Administration in
Aviation.

Dyess Toastmasters
The Dyess Toastmasters meet every

Tuesday at 11:45 a.m. in The Hangar
Center.

The Toastmasters are a national organ-
ization designed to improve public speak-
ing and other life skills.For more informa-
tion, call Pat Clancy at 696-1046.

News Briefs

Community

Airman 1st Class Alan Garrison

Weathering the storm
The Star of Abilene, the first operational B-1 bomber in the Air Force sits in the Dyess Linear Air Park as a storm approaches. This year is the 20th anniversary of the first

operational B-1 bomber, the Star of Abilene, being delivered to Dyess in 1985. 




